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SGMS Mission Statement 

The Sequoia Gem & Mineral 
Society serves the community by 
providing education in the Earth 

Sciences and training in the 
lapidary arts and, in doing so, 

promotes ethical behavior, sound 
resource stewardship, and good 
fellowship. The Society fulfills its 

mission through year-round 
offerings of field trips, lapidary 

workshops, outreach 
presentations, public mineral 

displays, and monthly 
informational meetings open to 

the public. 

Member of: 

California Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies, Inc. 

American Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies 

North Bay Field Trip 
Association 

Exchange bulletins are 
welcome. You are free to 
reprint if credit or citation is 
noted.  

 

 

Membership roster will be going out soon. It was a bit of a struggle to 
sort out who had joined or not…please be on the lookout!  

The CFMS week long lapidary & jewelry workshop (actually 2 weeks, back to back) will 
start on August 29 this year.  You can sign up for either week, or both.  Shirley & I went 
last year and thought it was great.  We are planning to attend both weeks this year. 
The fee for 1 week, with meals, lodging, and all classes, was $375 
last year.  Maybe $400 this year - still a bargain. 
 
More details will be available when the registration form is posted.  Go to 
www.cfmsinc.org and scroll down the home page to Earth Sciences Studies Camp in 
the left column. 
 
We hope to see some of you there. 
 
Duncan 

Sorted out!   

 

 

A publication of  

the Sequoia Gem 

 and Mineral Society 

The ROCKETTE 

QUOTE OF THE 
MONTH 

“The observer, when he 
seems to himself to be 
observing a stone, is 
really, if physics is to be 
believed, observing the 
effects of the stone 
upon himself.” 

 

Bertrand Russell 



 

 2 Dolor Sit Amet 

Lorem Ipsum Issue | Date 

Member Spotlight: Cathy Phalen 
 

Please get to know one of our most active members, 
Cathy Phalen! Cathy has been associated with SGMS for 
about 25 years (although not a member that long). Her 
service to the club is in numerous areas. She is currently 
chair of Sunshine, Ways & Means, Donated collection co-
chair and Refreshments. She is also very active in 
supporting and working at the Maker’s Faire and the 
SGMS annual show.  

 

“I was introduced to rocks as an 8 year old by seeing all 
the cool rocks in a gravel pile at my parents’ house.” 
There she found a fossil shell and still has it! Growing up 
in Silver Springs, MD must have been a great place for 
her.  

 

She was a Flight Attendant with United Airlines for 30 years. She even spent time working with the 
SF Giants baseball team as a personal flight attendant on their chartered flights to various games. 
“That was a very interesting, albeit challenging, time. Just to let you know… this job is not quite 
as glamorous as it seems” said Cathy. “It also was a good decision to make a transfer to California 
from the East Coast due to the better weather here. “ Redwood City can’t get any better! The 
‘Climate Best by Government Test’ motto must have won her over.  

 

Cathy has been married to Jim Giacomazzi for 28 years. He’s very supportive of her rock 
collection hobby, as she is of his stamp collecting. One thing you might not know about Cathy is 
that she has a little house in the back yard where she stores her vast collection. She might also 
work on some projects there but most of that is done at the Lapidary Shop where she is an 
extremely patient instructor. You’ll see her smiley face on Thursday nights and Tuesday.  

 

“I’d love to see new machines and a huge lap shop donated to us, with space to park our trailer,” 
she said wistfully.  

Cathy has made a lot of beautiful jewelry. When asked, it was hard to pin her down to a favorite. 
Finally she put on the variscite necklace you see in the picture. She not only found the mineral, 
she polished and formed and drilled each stone.  

In case you weren’t aware, Variscite is a hydrated aluminum phosphate mineral and is relatively 
rare. It is sometimes confused with turquoise; however, variscite is usually greener in color. It is 
also our featured stone on Page 1.  
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Next Meeting: Monday, April 20, 7 pm at the Community Activities Building in 
Redwood City (the usual place!) 

WE ARE HAVING ANOTHER MINERAL SALE! 

 Yes, another sale!!!! We are lucky enough to be treated to several donations. Clark 
Thomas’collection is included. Clark worked for 35 years as the Chief Geologist for Standard Oil 
Co. He left his collection the the lap shop. Now you can sort them and peruse the labs, specimens 
, books and machinery, along with a few other odds and ends.   

 

Julie the Rockhound-Gail Karwoski 

When a young girl finds a sparkly rock buried in the dirt and discovers that it cleans to a beautiful quartz 
crystal, she is fascinated and becomes Julie the Rockhound. Join Julie as her dad shows her how to dig 
for minerals and explains the wonders of crystal formation. Combining clever wordplay with earth science, 
young readers learn about Earth s most abundant mineral treasure. 

Let’s go Rock Collecting-Roma Gans 
Holly Keller has created vivacious new paintings for this favorite Reading Rainbow title about geology. 
Readers follow two enthusiastic rock hounds around the globe as they add to their collection. Along the 
way they will learn how sedimentary, metamorphic, and igneous rocks are formed. From the Egyptian 
pyramids to Roman roads, from the diamond ring on your finger to the pebbles under your feet, rocks are 
everywhere! 

If You Find a Rock—Peggy Christian 
Think of all the rocks there are: skipping rocks, splashing rocks, climbing rocks, and wishing rocks. 
Children can’t help collecting them. With joyful, poetic text and luminous photographs, If You Find a Rock 
celebrates rocks everywhere—as well as the mysterious and wonderful places they are found. 

Rocks: Hard, Soft, Smooth, and Rough—N. Rosinsky 

The rocks you see everyday can be grouped into different types, like igneous, sedimentary, or 
metamorphic. Some rocks are actually minerals, and you can even find fossils in some types of rocks. 

ATTRACTING THE NEXT GENERATION TO ROCKS AND MINERALS.  

-by Catherine Fraser 

Most kids these days are so busy playing on their electronic devices they don’t even spend 
the time to go outside and play. When I was a child not only were there no cell phones or 
internet, we only had 3 stations on the television set…with the bunny ears antennae…in 
black and white.  It takes a creative mind and a lot of exposure to get kids away from the 
“fun” on the screen. Here are some materials I found that might help create the next 
generation of geologists and rock hounds.  
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Maker Faire 

We still need lots of help 
preforming cabs. We have plenty 
of rough material. In the cabinet 
below the instructors' drawer in 
the shop at little house are 
several boxes, and they are all 
labeled as to what needs to be 
done: 
"small slabs ready to be dopped"; 
"small slabs dopped, and ready to 
be preformed," etc. 
If everyone who stops by the 
lapidary shop could do a small 
handful of cabs it will add up to a 
lot. We want to take the cabs up 
to a 280 grit. That worked well last year. 
At the Faire, we start with the 600 grit 
lap. Because the half day Friday is extra 
this year, I think we will need even more 
cabs ready to go. 
 
Please sign up to work a shift! From set up to clean up, The hours are from Thurs . May 14 to Sunday, 
May 17. If everyone did a 4 hour shift or more we’d be fine. If you work our booth for at least a whole 
shift you will get a free entry ticket.  
 

 

 
OFFICERS AND CHAIRS 

President Carol Corden 650-248-7155 cordencarol@yahoo.com 

Vice President & Alternate Federation Director Bob Simms    650-222-0968 
loomisites@netscape.net 

Treasurer & Web Mistress: Valerie Concello 650-369-9539 vconcello@gmail.com 

Federation Director Paul Rose 650-302-6684 1sarose@comcast.net 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Field Trips Paul Rose 650-302-6684 1sarose@comcast.net 

Monthly Programs –everyone!!! Send suggestions to catherinef@fraseradv.com 

Outside Exhibits Carol Corden, Cathy Phalen, Paul Rose  650-248-7155 cordencarol@yahoo.com 

Membership Peter Adams 650-325-2363 organologist@aol.com 

Sunshine, Ways & Means, Refreshments Cathy Phalen 650-365-2956 catphalen@comcast.net 

Cases, Storage, Library, Trailer, Manager, 

Magazines, Historian--Preston Bingham 650-368-6351 preston.bingham@att.net 

Rockette Editor/Publisher, Catherine Fraser 650-954-6020 catherinef@fraseradv.com 

DID YOU KNOW…? 
  Diamond is April’s birthstone. 

  Diamonds are the hardest natural substance on 
Earth. 

  Diamonds were formed billions of years ago through 
a combination of tremendous pressure and 
temperatures of 2000º –3000º F at depths between 
75 and 120 miles beneath the earth’s surface. 

  Diamond crystals are brought closer to the earth’s 
surface through volcanic activity. 

  Diamonds can be found in shallow alluvial deposits 
where the crystals settle after being transported by 
rivers away from the kimberlite pipes by geologic 
activity. 

  Fewer than 20 percent of the diamonds mined 
worldwide are true gem-quality. 
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Mark your Calendars!  

2015 schedule of SGMS 
meetings and events 
  

GENERAL MEETINGS— 

APRIL 20,     MAY 18,     JUNE 15,      JULY 
20,       AUGUST 17,      SEPT. 21,      OCT. 
19,     NOV. 16.          

TIME---7-9 P M.     ROOMS 2,3,OR 4.  NOT ROOM 5. 

The Sequoia Gem and Mineral Society holds its 
General Meetings from 7-9pm on the third Monday 
of the month (with exceptions for holidays, or 
during July and December). Each meeting features 
a presentation, raffle drawings for specimens, a 
member Show & Tell, and access to the club 
library. Guests are welcome to join us!   

Community Activities Building 

1400 Roosevelt Ave., Redwood City, CA 94062 

Mark your calendars for the next SHOW--
SEPT. 18-20.    

Sat. 8-5P M , Sun.  8 AM- 9 P M . 

We will need volunteers for everything! Set 
up will be Friday, SEPT. 18, 8 A M- 9 PM.          

  

CLUB PICNIC-----BBQ AREA at CAB  SAT. 
JULY 11    10 A M TO 4 P M . 

  

CHRISTMAS PARTY at CAB   ----- FRIDAY 
DEC. 11.      4- 9 P M    

MEMBERSHIP 

 Yearly Membership Dues:  

$20 for a single membership, $30 for 
two members, or $40 for 3 or more 
members. 

 

To do: If you would like a list of 
all of these, please check the 
website listed:  

2015 mineral shows and 
gem shows 
www.mineralevents.com/ 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 

New to you! If you have ever been interested in placing an ad to sell your products or services to 
the club, now you can! Your ad will appear in the newsletter and on our web site with an 
introductory rate of $20 for 3 months. No larger than 2”x3”. Please contact the editor for more 
information. 

Lapidary Shop 

Our lapidary shop is located at: Little House 

800 Middle Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025 

Beginners welcome! Must be at least 10 yrs. of age. The shop schedule is generally as follows: 

Wednesday  6-9pm  Preston Bingham & Cathy Phalen, Asst. 

Thursday  9-noon  Preston Bingham, Mary Lou & Larmie Froese, Assts. 

Thursday  6-9pm  Paul Rose (& Asst. to be named) 

Please contact Preston Bingham, Shop Foreman, for currents schedule and prices at 650/368-6351 
or preston.bingham@att.net. 

. 

 

 

Sequoia Gem and Mineral Society 
P. O. Box 1245, Redwood City, CA 94064 

http://www.sequoiagemandmineralsociety.org 
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