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SGMS Mission Statement

MAY 15 is our next meeting.
Community Activities Building, 1400 Roosevelt Ave.,
Redwood City, CA 94062
If anyone has anything rock related they might like to sell,
please come early to set up some table space at the meeting.
Also if you have a “show and tell” we’d love to experience it!
Remember that our Raffle tickets offer valuable opportunities
for obtaining good materials. 5 tickets for $1. Proceeds go to the
shop! Will also be selling good rocks!

____________________________________________

THE SEQUOIA GEM AND MINERAL
SOCIETY HARVEST OF GEMS
ANNUAL SHOW
As you are probably aware, the Rock and Mineral show for
2017 has been cancelled. It’s unfortunate, however we plan to
have a show next year. It’s never too early to offer suggestions
for vendors or to offer assistance in a variety of areas. Val has
confirmed the new show date for 2018 with Redwood City and
reserved the Communities Activity Building for Friday,
Saturday and Sunday, September 14, 15 and 16, 2018.

The Sequoia Gem & Mineral Society
serves the community by providing
education in the Earth Sciences and
training in the lapidary arts and, in
doing so, promotes ethical behavior,
sound resource stewardship, and
good fellowship. The Society fulfills
its mission through year-round
offerings of field trips, lapidary
workshops, outreach presentations,
public mineral displays, and
monthly informational meetings
open to the public.

Member of:
California Federation of
Mineralogical Societies, Inc.
American Federation of
Mineralogical Societies
North Bay Field Trip
Association
Exchange bulletins are
welcome. You are free to
reprint if credit or citation is
noted.

MAKER’S FAIRE IS COMING SOON!
San Mateo County Event Center
1346 Saratoga Drive, San Mateo, CA 94403
— Friday, May 19, 2017: 1 pm – 5 pm; Special Preview Day
— Saturday, May 20, 2017: 10 am – 7 pm
— Sunday, May 21, 2017: 10 am – 6 pm
Get ready to participate in this years’ Maker Faire! Coordinated by
Leslie Gordon and supported by other clubs, we will once again teach people how to polish
a cabochon. WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Sign up to work the Faire! Sign up for a full day if possible, yet please do not sign up if you
can’t work a minimum ½ day. We have over 1000 sticks ready to go!
! Let Leslie Gordon know when you are available for Thursday through Sunday.
LeslieC.Gordon@gmail.com.
You don’t have to be an experienced geologist to help! Safety minded people needed to
monitor the people coming through with their children.

Big Rock Sale
June 3, 2017
9am till noon
Canceled if raining.
2357 Loma Park Court
This sale is more or less on the boundary between San Jose and Campbell, near the
intersection of Leigh Avenue and Dry Creek Road. Many of you are already aware of this
SCVGMS periodic sale.
We offer:
new rocks
many mineral specimens; all sizes
Free table is loaded AND we have a lot of Clear Creek Jasper near the gate and lining the
fence in the selling area. Size from hamburger-with-cheese to basketball size.
Please take them all!
big working homemade 20” saw, working motors, including three motors for a sphere
machine, enameling powdered colors,
electroplating machines, equipment and plating solutions
This is the easiest field trip. All but the biggest rocks are on tables. Most items are 50 cents
per pound. Others are specially marked. It's stuff donated to their club, and it's sold off at
below market prices to members of the hobby. Depending on what's been donated, there
can be some good bargains.

Scientists, Geology, Castle locations and interesting
tidbits of life in Scotland during the1700’s.
By Catherine Fraser
I’ve just returned from a lovely, whirlwind trip to Edinburgh, Scotland. It was merely a wee
(that’s the term they use for everything) trip of 10 days and a lot of ground was covered!
The Scientists:
One thing I find very interesting is there seems to be a number of famous men in the
geology world who hail from my ancestral land of Scotland.
The Scottish naturalist James Hutton (1726-1797) is known as the Father of Geology
because of his attempts to formulate geological principles based on observations of rocks. A
key site was Siccar Point, a sea cliff east of Edinburgh where horizontal layers of red
sandstone rest on near-vertical folded layers of gray slate and sandstone. Hutton concluded
that the gray rocks had been deposited horizontally, uplifted, folded, tilted, eroded, and
again covered by the ocean, from which the overlying sandstone accumulated. He
recognized that these processes must have taken a very long time.
Hugh Miller (1802-1856) was known for his writings in geology, religion and history, all of
which have had lasting impacts on Scottish life. He was one of the first scientists to
recognize the true age of the earth. Miller's "The Testimony of the Rocks" book, published
in 1857, (you can still buy it today on Amazon!!!) provides useful historical documentation
of the state of geology and the "global flood" model a few years prior to the publication of
Darwin's theory of evolution in "The Origin of Species" in 1859. A common claim of some
modern "young Earth global flood" creationists is that the geologic time scale and fossil
succession is somehow "circular" or otherwise dependent upon evolutionary theory. A
simple reading of Miller's discussion, prior to the proposal of evolutionary theory, makes it
obvious that before Darwin's theory was published, the basic fossil succession and geologic
time scale was well-established by completely independent means, even in the opinion of
creationist geologists of that time. Likewise, the theory of a global flood as an explanation
for the Earth's geology had been completely abandoned by almost all scientists familiar
with geology, including the creationist ones. It was not consistent with the evidence known
even then.
Arthur Holmes (1890–1965) became Regius Professor of Geology at the University of
Edinburgh in 1943. His magnum opus was Principles of Physical Geology, first published in
1944, in which he proposed the idea that slow moving convection currents in the Earth's
mantle created 'continental drift' as it was then called. He also pioneered the discipline of
geochronology. He lived long enough to see the theory of plate tectonics become widely
accepted, and he is regarded as one of the most influential geologists of the 20th century
The Bartender at the Caledonian (much younger than I) We stayed at the Waldorf-Astoria
and this bartender knew a lot about all of the whisky and gin we wanted to sample. He had
a lovely accent and made a science out of being a mixologist (so that’s why I felt it was ok to
include, even if silly). Botanist Gin with Grapefruit became my hands down favorite. And
the Aberfeldy 14 yr. old whisky was another. (you can purchase them at BevMo)
The Geology:

In addition to the people, I discovered much about the land. The whole of Scotland was
covered by ice sheets during the Pleistocene ice ages and the landscape is much affected by
glaciation, and to a lesser extent by subsequent sea level changes. The existing bedrock
includes very ancient Archean gneiss, metamorphic beds interspersed with granite
intrusions created during the Caledonian mountain building period (the Caledonian
orogeny), commercially important coal, oil and iron bearing carboniferous deposits and the
remains of substantial Paleogene volcanoes. During their formation, tectonic movements
created climatic conditions ranging from polar to desert to tropical and a resultant
diversity of fossil remains.
The National Museum of Scotland has a wonderful and extensive exhibit about the geologic
formation of the area.
Many of the castles are located on
dolerite plugs of volcanoes as they
provided a high, almost
impenetrable location for defense.
We visited both Edinburgh and
Stirling Castles and could easily see
the advantageous locations.
Scientists have discovered that the
sites have been occupied for the
last 10,000 years. Standing at the
topmost point one can see where
the glaciers left their marks,
scooping out lochs and hillsides,
polishing the harder igneous rocks and creating the land that is now Scotland. Pictured
below is a prime example of the local gneiss. Pictured at left is the Edinburgh Castle as
viewed from the Princes Street Garden.
Tidbits:
We learned a lot about life in the area, especially from the
time of major growth in the first half of the 1700’s. The
overcrowding of Edinburgh during that time was unheard
of with more than 50,000 people crammed within the city
walls. Some buildings were as tall as 14 stories, quite
precarious and even swayed in the wind. Of course there
was no electricity, running water or the one thing we
really take for granted today, a sewer system. Toilets at
that time were simply a bucket filled up during the day.
Households were allowed to throw out their sewage
nightly from their windows. One can only grimace at the
mess and the smell. In 1749 the “Nastiness Act” was
passed. This decreed that slops could be tossed out only after 10 pm and ONLY after first
yelling a warning of “gardyloo!”. The streets were disgusting. It was good that it rained
often to clear it out, however the waste headed straight down to the nearest loch, which
also happened to be the source of drinking water then. No wonder people drank whisky
and beer! Certainly a lot healthier!

The loch (lake) by the Edinburgh Castle has been drained long ago and replaced by the
verdant Princes Street Gardens…I can only imagine the fertilizer in place! The hiking up the
crags give a spectacular view. Walking the Royal Mile, visiting museums and purchasing my
Fraser tartan in scarves, blankets were all great. We visited the countryside, toured a
whisky distillery, walked along a river and visited a few of the quaint villages. It was very
cold yet didn’t rain much. We were considered lucky. I enjoyed listening to the Scots people
speak in their lilting accents, although I admit it was often difficult to decipher at times.
(There’s a funny story there, but will save it for another time. )
If you are ever keen on going to Scotland, especially Edinburgh, I’ll be happy to give you
some restaurant ideas, as well as offering my favorite whisky or gin selections. It was a
wonderful trip.
IN SCOTLAND, THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS BAD WEATHER, ONLY WEARING THE
WRONG CLOTHES. –Billy Connelly

FACT: The unicorn is the National Animal of Scotland.

A fictitious creature may seem an odd choice for a country’s national animal, but perhaps
not for a country famed for its love for and long history of myth and legend, and the unicorn
has been a Scottish heraldic symbol since the 12th century, when it was used on an early
form of the Scottish coat of arms by William I. Unicorns are described as a horse-like
creature whose single horn had magical properties and could heal disease. In Celtic
mythology, the Unicorn of Scotland symbolized innocence and purity, healing powers, joy
and even life itself, and was also seen as a symbol of masculinity and power. During the
reign of King James III (1466 - 1488), gold coins were introduced that featured a Unicorn,
and at the time of King James VI of Scotland’s succeeding of Elizabeth I of England, and the
resulting effective union of the two countries, the Scottish Royal Arms featured two
unicorns as shield supporters. In a gesture of unity, King James replaced the one on the left
with the English lion. The symbolism was potent, for the lion and the unicorn had long been
painted as enemies, vying for the crown of king of beasts, with the unicorn ruling through
harmony and the lion by might.
Information obtained from various websites, personal experience and from the National Museum of Scotland.

Dates of SGMS meetings for 2017:
Get ready for the picnic! Time and date to be determined.
Unless specified, the meetings will be held at the usual place, The Sequoia Gem and Mineral
Society holds its General Meetings from 7-9pm on the third Monday of the month (with
exceptions for holidays, or during July and December). Each meeting features a
presentation, raffle drawings for specimens, a member Show & Tell, and access to the club
library. Guests are welcome to join us!
Community Activities Building, 1400 Roosevelt Ave., Redwood City, CA 94062

=======================================
If you are interested in providing material for our next newsletter, please
contact your editor. If you have anything for sale that would be of interest to
our club members, you can post that here too!

