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SGMS Mission Statement 

The Sequoia Gem & Mineral 
Society serves the community by 
providing education in the Earth 

Sciences and training in the 
lapidary arts and, in doing so, 

promotes ethical behavior, sound 
resource stewardship, and good 
fellowship. The Society fulfills its 

mission through year-round 
offerings of field trips, lapidary 

workshops, outreach 
presentations, public mineral 

displays, and monthly 
informational meetings open to 

the public. 

Member of: 

California Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies, Inc. 

American Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies 

North Bay Field Trip 
Association 

Exchange bulletins are 
welcome. You are free to 
reprint if credit or citation is 
noted.  

 

 

GOING TO OREGON? 
 

Wheeler High School Fossil Beds, Fossil, 
OR 
The Oregon Paleo Lands Institute, an educational nonprofit near the 
John Day fossil beds in north-central Oregon, administers this site. 
Plant fossils from the 33-million-year-old (Oligocene) Bridge Creek 
Member of the John Day Formation are abundant. It's at the north side 
of town at the end of Washington Street; you can't miss it. No 
information on hours; presumably no serious tools are allowed or 
needed.  http://www.oregonpaleolandscenter.com 

 

 

A publication of  

the Sequoia Gem 

 and Mineral Society 

The ROCKETTE 

QUOTE OF THE 
MONTH:  

“Dirt’s a lot more 
fun when you add 
water” 

 

-Hank Ketchum for 
Dennis the Menace 

Benitoite—The  official 
California State Gem. A 
rare blue barium titanium 
silicate mineral found in 
hydrothermally altered 
serpentinite. Benitoite 
fluoresces under short 
wave ultraviolet light, 
appearing bright blue to 
bluish white in color. The 
more rarely seen clear to 
white benitoite crystals 

fluoresce red 
under long-
wave UV light. 
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Member Spotlight: Larry and Jaynie Schemel 

Jaynie and Larry are members of both the Sequoia and Peninsula Clubs, and were both students 
in Preston’s classes.  Jaynie is retired, but often had rough and polished specimens of a rock on 
her desk when she was a public school secretary.  Larry is an emeritus scientist at USGS, 
following a 40-year career as a Chemist.  Much of his work involved surface water chemistry in 
many estuaries and rivers.  He also worked in streams affected by acidic drainage from high-
altitude mines primarily in Colorado.   

They met when he was playing in a rock band, and I guess he was not a “leavurite”, for now 
they’ve been married for 47 years.  Jaynie plays electric bass, and they played in a band for over 
20 years.  She still plays with the church choir, and adds bass tracks to recordings of duet vocals 
by Larry and their daughter, KT.  (www.ktnpops.com).   One CD has a picture with Preston in the 
lapidary shop on the jacket. Larry plays many styles of music ranging from light classical to hard 
rock.  Although he plays regularly with a half-dozen groups, most of his time is taken up by a trio 
that primarily plays French Café music from the 20’s through 40’s.  You can hear tunes from their 
four CD‘s and see where they are playing on their www.leftbanktrio.com web site.  All three trio 
members are Earth Scientists, and they prepared a special program of music from the scientific 
expeditions to Antarctica, which they performed at the Smithsonian on the 50th anniversary of the 
Antarctic Treaty.  The intarsia lapel pins that Larry made to commemorate that performance won 
him the Rock and Gem magazine lapidary of the month award. 

Jaynie and Larry collect rocks wherever they go.  Rocks come home after every camping trip, 
and take up major space in the yard.  They particularly love to explore on their family’s cattle 
ranch where they find many obsidian points and soapstone pottery chards left by the previous 
inhabitants.  There is a very old rhodonite claim on the property that still eludes them because it 
is down a steep canyon with ticks, poison oak, and “rattle bugs”.  Some quartz outcrops were 
mined for gold in the late 1800’s, but pegmatite veins still yield graphic granite, huge feldspar 
crystals, and other goodies 

Larry and Jaynie’s wire 
wrapping 

================= 

If you’d like to introduce yourself 
to the club, send a photo and 
information to the editor!  
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Next Meeting: Monday, June 15, 7 pm at the Community Activities Building in 
Redwood City (the usual place!) 

WE ARE HAVING YET ANOTHER MINERAL SALE! 

 Yes, another sale!!!! So many people have said they wanted to unload some material or even 
finished product and jewelry that we are doing this at our next meeting. Short timing, yes, but 
who doesn’t love a good sale? Bring your things!   Unsold materials from the last sale may find 
their way here too.  

 

CLEAR CREEK FIELD TRIP  -by Gary Parsons 

On	  April	  3rd,	  Peggy	  Lew	  
led	  an	  unofficial	  SGMS	  
field	  trip	  into	  the	  Clear	  
Creek	  Management	  
Area	  (CCMA)	  for	  the	  
benefit	  of	  two	  new	  
members.	  	  The	  Material	  
collected	  was	  Jadeite,	  
small	  Ankerite	  
[Dolomite]	  Roses	  (about	  
7-‐10	  mm),	  and	  a	  new	  
source	  of	  Plasma	  
Agate.	  	  Many	  of	  the	  
Plasma	  Agate	  
specimens	  contained	  
Cinnabar	  and	  some	  
were	  covered	  with	  
beautiful	  Druzy	  
Quartz.	  	  The	  group	  
photo	  was	  taken	  in	  
front	  of	  the	  Aurora	  Cinnabar	  Mine,	  New	  Idria	  Mining	  District,	  along	  R14,	  between	  R1	  &	  R11.	  	  Notice	  
what	  the	  EPA	  had	  done	  to	  the	  mine	  entrance	  on	  the	  right;	  a	  circular	  iron	  gate,	  with	  painted	  high-‐density	  
industrial	  foam,	  sealing	  the	  entrance.	  	  In	  the	  group	  photo	  are:	  out	  front	  is	  Gary	  Parsons,	  back	  row	  from	  
left	  to	  right	  are	  Peggy	  Lew,	  Doug	  Gottschlich,	  Winnie,	  and	  Dan	  Brehmer.	  	  

MAKER FAIRE 

If you didn’t make it to the Faire this year, you owe it to yourself to go next year. A 
HUGE thanks to all those who spent countless hours making pre-cabs and dopping. 
And to those who worked the show. And to Leslie Gordon for coordinating the entire 
event. We couldn’t have done it without you! We also received donations to replace the 
flat lap grinders. Several hundred people came by to polish a stone. Lots of happy 
folks now are aware of our club and what lapidary is.  
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OFFICERS AND CHAIRS 

President Carol Corden 650-248-7155 cordencarol@yahoo.com 

Vice President & Alternate Federation Director Bob Simms    650-222-0968 
loomisites@netscape.net 

Treasurer & Web Mistress: Valerie Concello 650-369-9539 vconcello@gmail.com 

Federation Director Paul Rose 650-302-6684 1sarose@comcast.net 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Field Trips Paul Rose 650-302-6684 1sarose@comcast.net 

Monthly Programs –everyone!!! Send suggestions to catherinef@fraseradv.com 

Outside Exhibits Carol Corden, Cathy Phalen, Paul Rose  650-248-7155 cordencarol@yahoo.com 

Membership Peter Adams 650-325-2363 organologist@aol.com 

Sunshine, Ways & Means, Refreshments Cathy Phalen 650-365-2956 catphalen@comcast.net 

Cases, Storage, Library, Trailer, Manager, 

Magazines, Historian--Preston Bingham 650-368-6351 preston.bingham@att.net 

Rockette Editor/Publisher, Catherine Fraser 650-954-6020 catherinef@fraseradv.com 

 

Cathy Phalen,  Leslie 
Gordon and 
Catherine Fraser 
ready for the Maker 
Faire crowd.   
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Mark your Calendars!  

2015 schedule of SGMS 
meetings and events 
  

GENERAL MEETINGS— 

JUNE 15,      JULY 20,       AUGUST 17,      SEPT. 
21,      OCT. 19,     NOV. 16.          

TIME---7-9 P M.     ROOMS 2,3,OR 4.  NOT ROOM 5. 

The Sequoia Gem and Mineral Society holds its 
General Meetings from 7-9pm on the third Monday 
of the month (with exceptions for holidays, or 
during July and December). Each meeting features 
a presentation, raffle drawings for specimens, a 
member Show & Tell, and access to the club 
library. Guests are welcome to join us!   

Community Activities Building 

1400 Roosevelt Ave., Redwood City, CA 94062 

Mark your calendars for the next SHOW--
SEPT. 18-20.    

Sat. 8-5P M , Sun.  8 AM- 9 P M . 

We will need volunteers for everything! Set up will 
be Friday, SEPT. 18, 8 A M- 9 PM.          

  

CLUB PICNIC-----BBQ AREA at CAB  SAT. JULY 
11    10 A M TO 4 P M . 

  

CHRISTMAS PARTY at CAB   ----- FRIDAY DEC. 
11.      4- 9 P M    

 

MEMBERSHIP 

 Yearly Membership Dues:  

$20 for a single membership, $30 for 
two members, or $40 for 3 or more 
members. 

We have new members:  

Marty Krikorian and Anthony 
Bianconi—They’ve already been seen 
at the shop and at a rock sale. 
Welcome!  

 

To do: If you would like a list of 
all of these, please check the 
website listed:  

2015 mineral shows and 
gem shows 
www.mineralevents.com/ 

 

A Whole Lotta Shakin’ 
Going On!  

Check out these web pages for more 
info: Earthquake FAQ’s and Links 
Earthquakes, Megaquakes, and the 
Movies 
<http://earthquake.usgs.gov/learn/topics/
megaquakes.php> Earthquake Facts & 
Earthquake Fantasy 
<http://earthquake.usgs.gov/learn/topics/
megaqk_facts_fantasy.php> Earthquake 
Myths 
<http://www.usgs.gov/faq/taxonomy/term/
9830> Earthquake Topics - San Andreas 
Fault 
<http://earthquake.usgs.gov/learn/topics.
php?topicID=70&topic=San%20Andreas
%20Fault 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 

New to you! If you have ever been interested in placing an ad to sell your products or services to 
the club, now you can! Your ad will appear in the newsletter and on our web site with an 
introductory rate of $20 for 3 months. No larger than 2”x3”. Please contact the editor for more 
information. 

Lapidary Shop 

Our lapidary shop is located at: Little House.   

800 Middle Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025 

Beginners welcome! Must be at least 10 yrs. of age. The shop schedule is generally as follows: 

Wednesday  6-9pm  Preston Bingham & Cathy Phalen, Asst. 

Thursday  9-noon  Preston Bingham, Mary Lou & Larmie Froese, Assts. 

Thursday  6-9pm  Paul Rose (& Asst. to be named) 

Please contact Preston Bingham, Shop Foreman, for currents schedule and prices at 650/368-6351 
or preston.bingham@att.net. 

. 

 

 

Sequoia Gem and Mineral Society 
P. O. Box 1245, Redwood City, CA 94064 

http://www.sequoiagemandmineralsociety.org 
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